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CHAP.XXVL this mischief by thro wing his power back beyond the
Sutleje, which was accomplished with considerable
difficulty, great reluctance on his part, and a near
approach to war."   Having laid down a series of
general principles (some of which have been quoted
at length), Sir Charles Metcalfe found no difficulty
in applying them to tho existing circumstances of
Bhurtpore.   " Wo are bound," said he, " not by any
positive engagement to the Bhurtporc state, nor by
any claim on her part, but by our duty as supreme
guardians of general tranquillity, law, and right, to
maintain the legal succession of Rajah Bulwtmt Singh
to the raj of Bhurtpore, and we cannot acknowledge
any other pretender.   This duty seems to me to be so
imperative, that I do not attach any peculiar import-
ance to tho late investiture of tho young Eajah in
the presence of Sir David Ochtorlony.   Wo should
have been equally bound without that ceremony,
which, if we had not been under a pre-existing obli-
gation to maintain the rightful succession, would not
have pledged us to any thing beyond acknowledg-
ment.   The lawful Rajah established, Bhurtpore
may be governed, during his minority, by a regency,
such as the usages of that state would prescribe
How this should be composed can only be decided
by local reference*    Doorjun Saxtl having unques-
tionably usurped the raj, seems to be necessarily ex-
cluded from any share in the regency or adminis-
tration ; and his banishment from the state, with a
suitable provision, will probably be indispensable fof
the safety of the young Rajah; tho more so? if, as I